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consequence thereof, to be capable of enjoying the rights which he has 
possessed, those rights shall accrue to the heir of the house, unless the 
former head disposes of them within a period of one year." Law No. 
94 of the thirty-second year of Meiji as amended shall read : — 

" If a member of a house who loses his nationality ceases, in conse- 
quence thereof, to be capable of enjoying the rights which he has pos- 
sessed, those rights shall accrue to the fiscus, unless he disposes of them 
within a period of one year,"] 



TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 

JAPAN. 1 

Signed at London, April S, 1911. 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, and His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, being desirous to 
strengthen the relations of amity and good understanding which hap- 
pily exist between them and between their subjects, and to facilitate and 
extend the commercial relations between their two countries, have re- 
solved to conclude a treaty of commerce and navigation for that purpose, 
and have named as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say : 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, the Eight Honourable Sir Edward Grey, a Baronet of the United 
Kingdom, a Member of Parliament, His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs ; 

And his Majesty the Emperor of Japan, his Excellency Monsieur 
Takaaki Kato, Jusammi, First Class of the Order of the Sacred Treas- 
ure, His Imperial Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary at the Court of St. James ; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles : — 

Article I. 
The subjects of each of the high contracting parties shall have full 
liberty to enter, travel, and reside in the territories of the other, and, 
conforming themselves to the laws of the country : 

i British Command Paper [Cd. 5556] Japan, No. 1 (1911). 
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1. Shall in all that relates to travel and residence be placed in all 
respects on the same footing as native subjects. 

2. They shall have the right, equally with native subjects, to carry on 
their commerce and manufacture, and to trade in all kinds of mer- 
chandise of lawful commerce, either in person or by agents, singly or in 
partnerships with foreigners or native subjects. 

3. They shall in all that relates to the pursuit of their industries, 
callings, professions, and educational studies be placed in all respects on 
the same footing as the subjects or citizens of the most favoured nation. 

4. They shall be permitted to own or hire and occupy houses, manu- 
factories, warehouses, shops, and premises which may be necessary for 
them, and to lease land for residential, commercial, industrial, and other 
lawful purposes, in the same manner as native subjects. 

5. They shall, on condition of reciprocity, be at full liberty to 
acquire and possess every description of property, movable or immov- 
able, which the laws of the country permit or shall permit the subjects 
or citizens of any other foreign country to acquire and possess, subject 
always to the conditions and limitations prescribed in such laws. They 
may dispose of the same by sale, exchange, gift, marriage, testament, or 
in any other manner, under the same conditions which are or shall be 
established with regard to native subjects. They shall also be per- 
mitted, on compliance with the laws of the country, freely to export the 
proceeds of the sale of their property and their goods in general with- 
out being subjected as foreigners to other or higher duties than those 
to which subjects of the country would be liable under similar circum- 
stances. 

6. They shall enjoy constant and complete protection and security 
for their persons and property; shall have free and easy access to the 
courts of justice and other tribunals in pursuit and defence of their 
claims and rights; and shall have full liberty, equally with native sub- 
jects, to choose and employ lawyers and advocates to represent them 
before such courts and tribunals; and generally shall have the same 
rights and privileges as native subjects in all that concerns the admin- 
istration of justice. 

7. They shall not be compelled to pay taxes, fees, charges, or contri- 
butions of any kind whatever, other or higher than those which are or 
may be paid by native subjects or the subjects or citizens of the most 
favoured nation. 

8. And they shall enjoy a perfect equality of treatment with native 
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subjects in all that relates to facilities for warehousing under bond, boun- 
ties, and drawbacks. 

Article II. 

The subjects of each of the high contracting parties in the territories 
of the other shall be exempted from all compulsory military services, 
whether in the army, navy, national guard, or militia; from all contri- 
butions imposed in lieu of personal service; and from all forced loans 
and military requisitions or contributions unless imposed on them 
equally with native subjects as owners, lessees, or occupiers of immovable 
property. 

In the above respects the subjects of each of the high contracting 
parties shall not be accorded in the territories of the other less favour- 
able treatment than that which is or may be accorded to subjects or citi- 
zens of the most favoured nation. 

Article III. 
The dwellings, warehouses, manufactories, and shops of the subjects 
of each of the high contracting parties in the territories of the other, 
and all premises appertaining thereto used for lawful purposes, shall be 
respected. It shall not be allowable to proceed to make a domiciliary 
visit to, or a search of, any such buildings and premises, or to examine 
or inspect books, papers, or accounts, except under the conditions and 
with the forms prescribed by the laws for native subjects. 

Article IV. 

Each of the high contracting parties may appoint consuls-general, 
consuls, vice-consuls, and consular agents in all the ports, cities, and 
places of the other, except in those where it may not be convenient to 
recognize such officers. This exception, however, shall not be made in 
regard to one of the high contracting parties without being made like- 
wise in regard to all other Powers. 

Such consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls, and consular agents, hav- 
ing received exequaturs or other sufficient authorizations from the gov- 
ernment of the country to which they are appointed, shall have the 
right to exercise their functions, and to enjoy the privileges, exemptions, 
and immunities which are or may be granted to the consular officers of 
the most favoured nation. The government issuing exequaturs or other 
authorizations has the right in its discretion to cancel the same on 
explaining the reasons for which it thought proper to do so. 
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Article V. 

In case of the death of a subject of one of the high contracting par- 
ties in the territories of the other, without leaving at the place of his 
decease any person entitled by the laws of his country to take charge of 
and administer the estate, the competent consular officer of the state to 
which the deceased belonged shall, upon fulfilment of the necessary 
formalities, be empowered to take custody of and administer the estate 
in the manner and under the limitations prescribed by the law of the 
country in which the property of the deceased is situated. 

The foregoing provision shall also apply in case of a subject of one 
of the high contracting parties dying outside the territories of the other, 
but possessing property therein without leaving any person there en- 
titled to take charge of and administer the estate. 

It is understood that in all that concerns the administration of the 
estates of deceased persons, any right, privilege, favour, or immunity 
which either of the high contracting parties has actually granted, or 
may hereafter grant, to the consular officers of any other foreign state 
shall be extended immediately and unconditionally to the consular offi- 
cers of the other high contracting party. 

Article VI. 
There shall be between the teiritories of the two high contracting 
parties reciprocal freedom of commerce and navigation. The subjects 
of each of the high contracting parties shall have liberty freely to come 
with their ships and cargoes to all places, ports, and rivers in the terri- 
tories of the other, which are or may be opened to foreign commerce and 
conforming themselves to the laws of the country to which they thus 
come, shall enjoy the same rights, privileges, liberties, favours, immu- 
nities, and exemptions in matters of commerce and navigation as are or 
may be enjoyed by native subjects. 

Article VII. 

Articles, the produce or manufacture of the territories of one high 
contracting party, upon importation into the territories of the other, 
from whatever place arriving, shall enjoy the lowest rates of customs 
duty applicable to similar articles of any other foreign origin. 

ISTo prohibition or restriction shall be maintained or imposed on the 
importation of any article, the produce or manufacture of the territories 
of either of the high contracting parties, into the territories of the other, 
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from whatever place arriving, which shall not equally extend to the 
importation of the like articles, being the produce or manufacture of 
any other foreign country. This provision is not applicable to the sani- 
tary or other prohibitions occasioned by the necessity of securing the 
safety of persons, or of cattle, or of plants useful to agriculture. 

Article VIII. 

The articles, the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, 
enumerated in Part I of the Schedule annexed * to this treaty, shall not, 
on importation into Japan, be subjected to higher customs duties than 
those specified in the Schedule. 

The articles, the produce or manufacture of Japan, enumerated in 
Part II of the Schedule annexed 2 to this treaty, shall be free of duty on 
importation into the United Kingdom. 

Provided that if at any time after the expiration of one year from 
the date this- treaty takes effect either of the high contracting parties 
desires to make a modification in the Schedule, it may notify its desire 
to the other high contracting party, and thereupon negotiations for the 
purpose shall be entered into forthwith. If the negotiations are not 
brought to a satisfactory conclusicn within six months from the date 
of notification, the high contracting party which gave the notification 
may, within one month, give six months' notice to abrogate the present 
article, and on the expiration of such notice the present article shall 
cease to have effect, without prejudice to the other stipulations of this 
treaty. 

Article IX. 

Articles, the produce or manufacture of the territories of one of the 
high contracting parties, exported to the territories of the other, shall not 
be subjected on export to other or higher charges than those paid on the 
like articles exported to any other foreign country. Nor shall any pro- 
hibition or restriction be imposed on the exportation of any article from 
the territories of either of the two high contracting parties to the ter- 
ritories of the other which shall not equally extend to the exportation 
of the like article to any other foreign country. 

Article X. 
Articles, the produce or manufacture of the territories of one of the 
high contracting parties, passing in transit through the territories of the 

i Omitted. 
2 Omitted. 
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other, in conformity with the laws of the country, shall he reciprocally 
free from all transit duties, whether they pass direct, or whether during 
transit they are unloaded, warehoused, and reloaded. 

Article XI. 

No internal duties levied for the benefit of the state, local authorities, 
01 corporations which affect, or may affect, the production, manufac- 
ture, or consumption of any article in the territories of either of the 
high contracting parties shall for any reason be a higher or more 
burdensome charge on articles, the produce or manufacture of the terri- 
tories of the other than on similar articles of native origin. 

The produce or manufacture of the territories of either of the high 
contracting parties imported into the territories of the other, and in- 
tended for warehousing or transit, shall not be subjected to any inter- 
nal duty. 

Article XII. 

Merchants and manufacturers, subjects of one of the high contracting 
parties, as well as merchants and manufacturers domiciled and exercising 
their commerce and industries in the territories of such party, may, 
in the territories of the other, either personally or by means of com- 
mercial travellers, make purchases or collect orders, with or without 
samples, and such merchants, manufacturers, and their commercial 
travellers, while so making purchases and collecting orders, shall, in the 
matter of taxation and facilties, enjoy the most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment. 

Articles imported as samples for the purposes above mentioned shall, 
in each country, be temporarily admitted free of duty on compliance with 
the customs regulations and formalities established to asure their re-ex- 
portation or the payment of the prescribed customs duties if not re- 
exported within the period allowed by law. But the foregoing privilege 
shall not extend to articles which, owing to their quantity or value, can 
not be considered as samples, or which, owing to their nature, could not 
be identified upon re-exportation. The determination of the question of 
the qualification of samples for duty-free admission rests in all cases 
exclusively with the competent authorities of the place where the im- 
portation is effected. 

Article XIII. 
The marks, stamps, or seals placed upon the samples mentioned in 
the preceding article by the customs authorities of one countrv at the 
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time of exportation, and the officially attested list of such samples con- 
taining a full description thereof issued by them, shall be reciprocally 
accepted by the customs officials of the other as establishing their 
character as samples and exempting them from inspection except so far 
as may be necessary to establish that the samples produced are those 
enumerated in the list. The customs authorities of either country may, 
however, affix a supplementary mark to such samples in special cases 
where they may think this precaution necessary. 

Article XIV. 
The chambers of commerce, as well as such other trade associations and 
other recognized commercial associations in the territories of the high 
contracting parties as may be authorized in this behalf, shall be mutu- 
ally accepted as competent authorities for issuing any certificates that 
may be required for commercial travellers. 

Article XV. 
Limited liability and other companies and associations, commercial, 
industrial, and financial, already or hereafter to be organized in accord- 
ance with the laws of either high contracting party, and registered in 
the territories of such party, are authorized, in the territories of the 
other, to exericse their rights and appear in the courts either as plain- 
tiffs or defendants, subject to the laws of such other party. 

Article XVI. 
Each of the high contracting parties shall permit the importation or 
exportation of all merchandise which may be legally imported or ex- 
ported, and also the carriage of passengers from or to their respective 
territories, upon the vessels of the other; and such vessels, their cargoes, 
and passengers, shall enjoy the same privileges as, and shall not be sub- 
jected to any other or higher duties or charges than, national vessels and 
their cargoes and passengers. 

Article XVII. 
In all that regards the stationing, loading and unloading of vessels in 
the ports, docks, roadsteads, and harbours of the high contracting par- 
ties, no privileges or facilities shall be granted by either party to na- 
tional vessels which are not equally, in like cases, granted to the vessels 
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of the other country ; the intention of the high contracting parties being 
that in these respects also the vessels of the two countries shall be 
treated on the footing of perfect equality. 

Article XVIII. 
All vessels which according to British law are to be deemed British 
vessels, and all vessels which according to Japanese law are to be deemed 
Japanese vessels, shall, for the purposes of this treaty, be deemed British 
and Japanese vessels respectively. 

Article XIX. 
No duties of tonnage, harbour, pilotage, lighthouse, quarantine, or 
other analogous duties or charges of whatever nature, or under whatever 
denomination, levied in the name or for the profit of government, public 
functionaries, private individuals, corporations or establishments of any 
kind, shall be imposed in the ports of either country upon the vessels of 
the other which shall not equally, under the same conditions, be im- 
posed in like cases on national vessels in general or vessels of the most 
favoured nation. Such equality of treatment shall apply to the ves- 
sels of either country from whatever place they may arrive and whatever 
may be their destination. 

Article XX. 
Vessels charged with performance of regular scheduled postal service 
of one of the high contracting parties shall enjoy in the territorial 
waters of the other the same special facilities, privileges, and immunities 
as are granted to like vessels of the most favoured nation. 

Article XXI. 

The coasting trade of the high contracting parties is excepted from 
the provisions of the present treaty, and shall be regulated according 
to the laws of the United Kingdom and Japan respectively. It is, 
however, understood that the subjects and vessels of either high con- 
tracting party shall enjoy in this respect most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment in the territories of the other. 

British and Japanese vessels may, nevertheless, proceed from one 
port to another, either for the purpose of landing the whole or part of 
their passengers or cargoes brought from abroad, or of taking on board 
the whole or part of their passengers or cargoes for a foreign destination. 
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It is also understood that, in the event of the coasting trade of either 
country being exclusively reserved to national vessels, the vessels of the 
other country, if engaged in trade to or from places not within the 
limits of the coasting trade so reserved, shall not be prohibited from 
the carriage between two ports of the former country of passengers hold- 
ing through tickets, or merchandise consigned on through bills of lading 
to or from places not within the above-mentioned limits, and while en- 
gaged in such carriage these vessels and their cargoes shall enjoy the 
full privileges of this treaty. 

Aktiolb XXII. 

If any seaman should desert from any ship belonging to either of 
the high contracting parties in the territorial waters of the other the 
local authorities shall, within the limits of law, be bound to give every 
assistance in their power for the recovery of such deserter, on applica- 
tion to that effect being made to them by the competent consular officer 
of the country to which the ship of the deserter may belong, accom- 
panied by an assurance that all expenses connected therewith will be 
repaid. 

It is understood that this stipulation shall not apply to the subjects 
of the country where the desertion takes place. 

Article XXIII. 

Any vessel of either of the high contracting parties which may be com- 
pelled, by stress of weather or by accident, to take shelter in a port of the 
other shall be at liberty to refit therein, to procure all necessary stores, and 
to put to sea again, without paying any dues other than such as would be 
payable in the like case by a national vessel. In case, however, the 
master of a merchant-vessel should be under the necessity of disposing 
of a part of his merchandise in order to defray the expenses, he shall be 
bound to conform to the regulations and tariffs of the place to which he 
may have come. 

If any vessel of one of the high contracting parties should run aground 
or be wrecked upon the coasts of the other, such vessel, and all parts 
thereof, and all furniture and appurtenances belonging thereunto, and 
all goods and merchandise saved therefrom, including any which may 
have been cast into the sea, or the proceeds thereof, if sold, as well as all 
papers found on board such stranded or wrecked vessel, shall be given 
up to the owners or their agents when claimed by them. If there are 
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no such owners or agents on the spot, then the same shall be delivered 
to the British or Japanese consular officer in whose district the wreck 
or stranding may have taken place upon being claimed by him within 
the period fixed by the laws of the country, and such consular officer, 
owners, or agents shall pay only the expenses incurred in the preserva- 
tion of the property, together with the salvage or other expenses which 
would have been payable in the like case of a wreck or stranding of a 
national vessel. 

The high contracting parties agree, moreover, that merchandise saved 
shall not be subjected to the payment of any customs duty unless cleared 
for internal consumption. 

In the case either of a vessel being driven in by stress of weather, run 
aground, or wrecked, the respective consular officers shall, if the owner 
or master or other agent of the owner is not present, or is present and 
requires it, be authorized to interpose in order to afford the necessary 
assistance to their fellow-countrymen. 

Article XXIV. 
The high contracting parties agree that, in all that concerns com- 
merce, navigation, and industry, any favour, privilege, or immunity 
which either higli contracting party has actually granted, or may here- 
after grant, to the ships, subjects, or citizens of any other foreign state 
shall be extended immediately and unconditionally to the ships or sub- 
jects of the other high contracting party, it being their intention that 
the commerce, navigation, and industry of each country shall be placed 
in all respects on the footing of the most favoured nation. 

Article XXV. 
The stipulations of this treaty do not apply to tariff concessions 
granted by either of the high contracting parties to contiguous states 
solely to facilitate frontier traffic within a limited zone on each side of 
the frontier, or to the treatment accorded to the produce of the na- 
tional fisheries of the high contracting parties or to special tariff favours 
granted by Japan in regard to fish and other aquatic products taken in 
the foreign waters in the vicinity of Japan. 

Article XXVI. 
The stipulations of the present treaty shall not be applicable to any 
of His Britannic Majesty's dominions, colonies, possessions, or protec- 
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torates beyond the seas, unless notice of adhesion shall have been given 
on behalf of any such dominion, colony, possession, or protectorate by 
His Britannic Majesty's representative at Tokio before the expiration 
of two years from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
present treaty. 

Article XXVII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications exchanged 
at Tokio as soon as possible. It shall enter into operation on the 17th 
July, 1911, and remain in force until the 16th July, 1923. In case 
neither of the high contracting parties shall have given notice to the other 
twelve months before the expiration of the said period, of its intention 
to terminate the treaty, it shall continue operative until the expiration 
of one year from the date on which either of the high contracting par- 
ties shall have denounced it. 

As regards the British dominions, colonies, possessions, and protector- 
ates to which the present treaty may have been made applicable in vir- 
tue of Article 26, however, either of the high contracting parties shall 
have the right to terminate it separately at any time on giving twelve 
months' notice to that effect. 

It is understood that the stipulations of the present and of the pre- 
ceding article referring to British dominions, colonies, possessions, and 
protectorates apply also to the Island of Cyprus. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present treaty and have affixed thereto the seal of their arms. 

Done at London, in duplicate, this 3rd day of April, 1911. 

(L. S.) E. Grey. 
(L. S.) Takaaki Kato. 



TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION BETWEEN JAPAN AND GREAT 

BRITAIN. 1 

Signed at London, 16th day of 7%, month, 27th year of Meiji (189b); 
ratifications exchanged at Tokio, 25th day of 8th month, 27th year 
Meiji (189^). 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, and Her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, 
being equally desirous of maintaining the relations of good understand- 

i Treaties and Conventions between the Empire of Japan and other Powers, 
1899. 



